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1.  What is Oedipus’s tragic flaw (the flaw that causes his downfall)?  How is this 

prevalent throughout the text?  Where does it start to show in the text? 

 

2.  Is Oedipus truly guilty though he committed his crimes without know what he did?  

Why is he truly guilty or innocent?  Were his crimes caused by fate and the gods or did 

he cause them? 

 

3.  Jocsta is a curious character in her own right.  What is her crime throughout the play?  

What flaw(s) does she have that lead her to her demise in the end? 

 

4.  Oedipus blinds himself in a rather dramatic fashion.  Why does he blind himself rather 

than kill himself?  Why is this blindness an appropriate punishement?   

 

5.  Is Medea justified in her actions throughout the play or does she go too far?  In this 

way, is she a sympathetic character or just a violent psychopath? 

 

6.  Jason has a heroic past before all of his actions against Medea.  Does Jason show 

some traits of a hero?  What are those traits?  Is he a hero at all?  Why or why not? 

 

7.  What does the chorus add to Medea and Oediups the King?  What function do they 

seem to serve?  How do they instruct the audience to react?  Is their reaction similar to 

yours?  Why or why not? 


